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By Rabbi Z. Ahron Grossbaum

The observance of Jewish holidays has us review-
ing biblical narratives which record divine interven-
tion. This would include salvation from Egyptian slav-
ery and Divine Revelation at Sinai. Year after year we 
study, explore and delve deeper into the text in order to 
find relevance in our daily life. The contrasting excep-
tion is the story of Purim. Historically, the narrative 
transpired after the destruction of the first Holy Tem-
ple, and Jews were driven out of the Promised Land. 
The heart wrenching decree of Haman was enacted and 
ratified by the ruling monarch in a conventional soci-
ety. The miraculous salvation almost seems to play out 
by the right person being in the right place at the right 
time. Hence, there is no mention of G-d in the Megil-
lah, and the Hallel is not recited, as the Talmud notes, 
“because the day after celebrating our deliverance we 
were still under the thumb of the Persian King.”

On the flip side, even today, we share a common 
“state of affairs,” and the Megillah talks to us, up close. 
Haman, when presenting his brief and singles out the 
Jewish people,he inadvertently puts the emphasis on 
the unique character traits that actually illustrates the 
virtue of the Jews. He proclaims, ‘Yeshno Am Echad, 
there is a nation that subscribes to Echad, the oneness 
of G-d. Indeed, how ironic, while his intention was to 
malign the Chosen People he actually underscored the 
indestructible character trait within every single Jew. 
While the strain and struggle of “wandering amongst 
the nations of the world” still, the very essence of the 
Jew remains intact. Furthermore, when pinned against 
the wall, we harness an inner strength, and our alle-
giance to the principles of faith find expression against 
all odds. 

This year, in close proximity to Purim, a media 
pundit with a viewing audience of a few million dusted 
off a page from Haman’s playbook in an attempt to 
slander, and malign the world-wide outreach work of 
Chabad Lubavitch. His reckless conspiracy accusation 
reverberated throughout the world. Still, just like in the 
days of yore, the evil plot of Haman was turned on its 
head, so to, today, the baseless diatribe brought about a 
worldwide acknowledgement and appreciation for the 
work of Chabad Lubavitch.  

Circling back to the biblical narrative of Pesach, 
when Pharoah issued his evil decree, “Let us wise up 
to them (Jews),” the response from Above was pro-
portionate, “Just as they suffered, “So they (Jews) will 
grow and multiply.”  May all our efforts to promote 
traditional values be crowned with the ultimate bless-
ing, the coming of Mashiach, with no further delay.   

Best wishes for a Kosher and joyous Pesach.

History Repeats Itself

Chabad Gala Honours 
Premier Doug Ford

The unseasonal snow and 
cold snap did not a hinder a 
crowd of some 600 guests to 
gathered at the impressive 
Venu Event Space in support 
of Chabad and pay tribute to 
the “Man of the Year,” Pre-
mier Doug Ford.  Indeed, the 
august assembly was the re-
sults of the able leadership 
of Kenny Bodenstein, Fred-
die Waks, and Robert Bielak, 
dear friends of the Premier 
and longtime supporters of 
Chabad Lubavitch. 

Continued on page 3
R to L: Rabbi Z. Aron Grossbaum, Premier Doug Ford,  David 

Bodenstein, Aliza Bodenstein, Karla Ford
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During the Seder we tell 
the story of Passover: how 
G-d “passed over” the Jew-
ish homes and spared the 
first-born Israelites from 
the fate that was in store for 
their Egyptian counterparts. 
While all the Egyptian first 
born were stricken at mid-
night of the fifteenth day of 
the month of Nissan in the 
year 2448, not one Jewish 
first-born was harmed. 

This tenth and final 
plague got Pharaoh to finally 
agree to let the Jews go. This 
is why the festival is called 
Pesach, or Passover, because 
G-d “passed-over” the homes 
of the Jews.

One might ask: Are we 
to imagine that G-d physi-
cally traveled from house to 
house? We can just imagine 
the juvenile mind’s image of 
G-d reaching a Jewish home 
and then exclaiming, “Oops, 
wrong house!” 

Obviously, G-d who is 
Omnipresent did not have 
to travel to reach the Egyp-
tian first born and He did not 
have to jump over any home 
to spare its residents. Instan-
taneously, at the most precise 
moment, all those who were 
destined to die, died, and all 
those destined to live, lived. 

There was no physical 
passing over. Why then, does 
the Torah describe it as such? 
And why do we highlight the 
“Passing-Over” phenome-
non, by referring to the Holi-
day as “Passover”.

According to our sages 
(Onkelos and Rashi), the 
word Passover has another 
meaning too: ‘And He had 
compassion’. G-d had com-
passion and did not kill the 
Jews in Egypt. 

The question can be 
raised: Why was it necessary 
for G-d to have compassion 
not to kill the Jews? Why did 
they deserve to be punished 
and needed G-d’s compas-
sion to be spared?

Our Sages explain that 
compassion is an emotion 
that enables us to override 
our normal reactions to a sit-
uation. Compassion derives 
from an inner precinct of the 

soul; it is an expression of a 
transcendent force that can 
override even one’s very cor-
rect sense of indignation.

When the Jewish people 
were ready to leave Egypt, 
they had so degenerated into 
the depths of Egyptian de-
pravity, that G-d’s own at-
tribute of justice - His very 
own law-and-order system 
demanded that the Jews be 
treated as harshly as their 
Egyptian counterparts.

And then a remarkable 
thing happened. G-d passed 

over, not the homes of the Is-
raelites, but, rather the very 
Divine institution of law-
and-order, or as the Kabbal-
ist’s put it, his own attribute 
of Gevurah - judgment. In 
spite of the law-and-order 
demand that the Israelites 
and the Egyptians be treated 
equally, G-d’s sense of com-
passion, i.e., a more sublime, 
transcendent G-dly force, 
suppressed and overrode 
the existing system. And the 
Jews were spared.

Every Passover, we too 

can “pass over” - we too are 
given the spiritual potential 
to override our own estab-
lished norms and modes of 
behavior. We might define 
ourselves by our natural ten-
dencies. We act in a certain 
way because this is the way 
we are and this is the way 
we were created. The festival 
of Passover tells us, that we 
have the ability to transcend 
our own G-d-given parame-
ters. Even human nature, cre-
ated by G-d, can be altered, 
by utilizing the G-d-given 

capacity to “pass-over”.
Now is the time for us to 

search within and find the in-
nermost and most profound 
core of our soul; reveal it, 
allow it to override the lim-
its of our outer personality. 
For example, if we are not 
so charitable, we have the 
potential to override that 
natural inhibition. If we are 
lethargic or lazy, we can find 
the fountain of energy deep 
down, which, when elicited, 
will pass-over our ingrained 
tendencies. If we struggle 
with temptation, we should 
realize that we have the pow-
er to “pass-over” our own 
weaknesses.

When we observe Pass-
over this year, we should stop 
and think about the composi-
tion of the name “Pass-over”. 
And by “passing-over” our 
own parameters, we can 
actually set into motion a 
cosmic “passing-over” by 
G-d of His system of exile, 
thereby ushering in the Final 
Redemption thru Mashiach. 
May we see the realization of 
all this Speedily in our days.

Passover or Pass-over

By Tzvi Freeman  
 
Dear Rabbi,

Every time you people talk 
about the messianic era, and 
“the Moshiach” (which I as-
sume equates with “messiah”), 
you insist on talking about him 
as a king. Well, we started guil-
lotining kings over two hundred 
years ago, and they haven’t re-
ally been in fashion since. We 
have found liberal democracies 
much more adept at protecting 
the rights of the individuals, and 
working for the maximum ben-
efit of the maximum number of 

Why Does Moshiach Have To Be a King?
Can’t he just be a good teacher?

people. Kings were notoriously 
lousy at all that.

So how about we just call 
him (or her) an “enlightened 
spiritual leader”? The “king” ti-
tle seems such an anachronism.

—Looking for-
ward to your response 
 
Dear Looking Forward,

You raise an excellent point, 
but I’m not sure whether you re-
ally understand how sharp a 
point it really is.

The prophet Isaiah de-
scribes an individual upon 
whom “the spirit of G-d rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, a spirit of counsel 
and heroism, a spirit of knowl-
edge and fear of the Lord.”

What will this individual 
accomplish? Something quite 
different than what we are used 
to kings accomplishing. The 
prophet continues:

A wolf shall live with a 
lamb, and a leopard shall lie 
with a kid; and a calf and a lion 
cub and a fatling shall lie to-
gether, and a small child shall 
lead them. A cow and a bear 
shall graze, their children shall 
lie down together; and a lion, 
like cattle, shall eat straw.

An infant shall play over 
the hole of a viper snake, and 
over the eyeball of an adder, a 

weaned child shall stretch forth 
his hand. They shall neither 
harm nor destroy on all My holy 
mount, for the earth shall be full 
of the knowing of G-d as water 
covers the seabed.

Basically, what that means 
is that the messianic times are 
not simply times of love, peace 
and hanging out together. They 
are times when “the earth shall 
be full of the knowing of G-d,” 

so inundated with that knowing, 
that higher awareness, that state 
of enlightenment, that even the 
wild beasts of the field will be-
have.

If so, in such a state, who 
needs a king? Who needs any 
government at all? Let the 
people, so fully enlightened 
and aware of their Creator and 
their responsibility to His cre-
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Divine Passage
Ben Ari Art Gallery

ON OUR COVER In this painting the artist depicts 
the miraculous event of the “Split-
ting of the Sea”.
On the sixth day their way out of 
Egypt, the Jewish people saw the 
Egyptian army closing in on
them from behind. On their two 
sides were cliffs, in front of them 
the Sea of Reeds. With
nowhere to escape to they prayed 
to G-d for salvation.
G-d instructed them to” travel for-
ward”. Nachshon ben Aminadav 
was the first to enter the water
and as he did G-d instructed Mo-
ses to lift up his staff over the sea 
and split it in two. Water to the
right and water to the left and dry 
land down the middle for them to 
travel comfortably.
When they were on the opposite 
side the Egyptians also entered the 
path to follow, but the water
came rushing back to its normal 
flow, drowning them all.
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Chabad Gala Honours 
Premier Doug Ford

Purim at Chabad Round Up

  After a sumptuous cock-
tail hour of meet and greet, the 
formal dinner began with a 
prayer for our brethren in Isra-
el led by Rabbi Moshe Spalter. 
Evening chairman, Freddie 
Waks thanked the Premier 
for his steadfast support of 
Israel and the Jewish commu-
nity throughout the Province. 
Shortly after, Rabbi Zalman 
Grossbaum presented the Pre-
mier a magnificent work of art 
by Toronto artist Yehuda Lang. 
The collage fused Queen’s 
Park stately legislative build-
ing with a large Menorah in 
the foreground and the “Mode 
Ani” passage at the bottom, a 
one line prayer recited every 
morning upon arising. He re-
lated that 38 years ago, when 
Chabad representatives met 
with Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney the Rebbe sug-
gested presenting the Prime 
Minister with a prayer book 
which contains many univer-
sal prayers that are apropos 
for all of Mankind, beginning 
with the very first passage re-
cited every morning upon aris-
ing, “I give thanks to the King 
of the universe for restoring 
and refreshing my soul.”

  In making the presenta-
tion, David and Katie Boden-
stein, both personal friends 
of the Ford family offered 
congratulatory remarks and 
also presented Mrs. Karla 
Ford with the “Unsung Hero” 
award.   

In acknowledgement of 
the honour bestowed on him, 
Premier Ford made crystal 
clear his solidarity and empa-
thy with the Jewish commu-
nity.  He acknowledged the 

difficult time Jews endured 
during the last two years. The 
Premier thundered, “I will not 
tolerate any form of anti-Sem-
itism.You come to Canada you 
respect the law. And if you 
don’t like the law, there’s the 
door, see you later.” 

  A short video had the as-
sembly visually flying through 
the GTA and up to cottage 
country as a portrayal of some 
36 locations where Chabad 
has a presence with the newest 
satellite centre recently estab-
lished in Georgian Bay. 

  Vaughan Mayor Steven 
Del Duca, feted the Premier 
and then continued about his 
warm and cordial relationship 
with the ever growing Jewish 
community of Thornhill. He 
noted that having committed 
at the Sukkot celebration that 
he will return for Simchat To-
rah, he kept his word. “And 
after visiting six community 
Synagogues, he made his way 
to Chabad Gate.” 

  The room was silent 
when the guest speaker, Rabbi 
YY Jacobson of New York, 
ascended to the mic. With hu-
mour and real life anecdotes he 
dazzled the audience with his 
brilliance and passion as the 
guests sat spellbound. Turning 
his attention to the horrendous 
atrocities’ we endured the 
last few years, he thundered, 
“Jews have the resilience to 
find a spec of light even in the 
darkest space and in the most 
challenging circumstances.” 

  Closing remarks were 
presented by Robert Bielak, a 
long standing personal friend 
of the Premier and a commu-
nity stalwart.       

Lubavitch Day Camp is 
an all-encompassing initiative 
which includes events, and ex-
periences throughout the year. 
During Chanukah many out 
of town counselors returned 

to spend the week visiting 
homes and lighting the Meno-
rah with the family of camp-
ers. Just last week we received 
a WhatsApp, advising us of a 
fellow approximately aged 50, 
who when asked by his host, 
the Shaliach in Munich, Ger-
many, if he knows any Jewish 
songs started to sing, “HaShem 
is Here.” Some 40 years later, 
he still remembered his days at 
LDC Toronto!

For Purim, Mrs. Esti Stein-
metz, director of LDC, em-
barked on a heartwarming ini-
tiative, bringing joy to over 700 
registered campers.  A laden 
package of Mishloach Manot 
was delivered to their door in 
close proximity to Purim, thus 
giving them a heads up on the 
upcoming holiday.  An attrac-
tive holiday guide explaining 
all four Purim mitzvoth was 
also included, ensuring camp-
ers could embrace each mitz-
vah in a meaningful and practi-
cal way. 

The goodies were beauti-
fully presented in a reusable 
lunch bag, designed with two 
compartments—perfect for 
future school lunches. Inside, 
campers discovered items that 
would make Purim both mean-
ingful and enjoyable. Each bag 
included a gragger to blot out 
the name of Haman, a bottle 
of grape juice for their Purim 
meal, and carefully selected 
treats, all adorned with LDC 
branding. To fulfill the mitzvah 
of giving charity, each camper 
also received coins to give to 
the needy.

The project was goal ori-
ented; hence the campers were 
invited to submit a form con-
firming their observance of all 
four mitzvot. By doing so, they 
were entered into a raffle for an 
electronic children’s go-kart. 
The drawing was held, and one 
thrilled camper was awarded 
their very own go-kart. This 
initiative not only enhanced the 
Purim holiday but also sparked 
anticipation and excitement for 
the incredible summer ahead at 
LDC. 

Once again, the Friend-
ship Circle accommodated the 
community with a Mishloach 
Manot exchange. Some 260 
families welcomed the op-
portunity to contribute to the 
Friendship Circle and acknowl-
edge numerous friends and 

acquaintances.  The tasteful 
presentation included a list of 
all participants and an acrylic 
magazine organizer with the 
Friendship Circle logo.  Indeed, 
in a large and growing commu-

nity it would be quite challeng-
ing to bring Mishloach Manot 
to all the individuals in your or-
bit. Still, the actual mitzvah, is 
a one to one food parcel deliv-
ered on the very day of Purim. 

As usual, the first Megillah 
reading at Chabad Lubavitch 
is shrouded in mystery as ev-
eryone wondered what will be 
the outrageous theme, costume, 
and presentation of Rabbi Dan-

iel Halperin. Although, this 
tradition has been going on for 
many years, he doesn’t fail to 
outdo himself year after year. 
This year, as people were rush-
ing into the building for Megil-

Chabad Model Matzah Bakery Gets a Facelift
  When Pesach comes 

around, thousands of school 
children become bakers. 
More importantly they be-
come familiar with the intri-
cate regulations pertaining to 
baking matzah. They come 
to realize and appreciate the 
close relationship between 
Chometz and Matzah.  At 
the Latner Family Lubavitch 
Centre in Thornhill a ware-
house style room takes on the 
appearance of a bakery with a 
large oven. During the course 
of two weeks prior to Pesach 
children from day schools, 
Talmud Torahs, and primary 
schools visited the makeshift 
bakery. They don a bakers cap 
and help prepare the dough 
(using only flour and water) 
and then proceed to roll and 
bake a matzah, all within 
the eighteen-minute time al-
lotment. Should the process 

take longer the product would 
be rendered Chometz. The 
hands-on (pun intended) ex-

perience heightens an aware-
ness and adds immeasurably 
to the material taught in the 
classroom.  

  This experience was in-

troduced some 40 years ago, 
and Rabbi Yossy Gansburg, 
who spearheads the program, 

decided it was time to upgrade 
and introduce new features. 
After consultation with other 
educators and parents, many 
new exciting components 

L to R: Vaughan Mayor Del Duca, Rabbi Grossbaum, Mrs Esther Gross-
baum, and Vaughan City Councellor Gila Martow at Chabad Purim Festival.

lah reading they were abruptly 
stopped and thoroughly exam-
ined by a uniformed guard with 
a beeping wand setting off cell 
phones, which he attempted 
to confiscate. The unexpected 
dark-skinned Indian inspec-
tor with a closely netted beard, 
turned out to be Rabbi Hal-
perin, who once again surprised 
everyone with his creativity. 

Going forward, the Megil-
lah was read numerous times at 
the Chabad Lubavitch Commu-
nity Centre, in various homes 
for the aged, and for shut-ins. 

So too, it has become a 
tradition to host a down town 
Megillah reading at Toronto 
City Hall, providing an oppor-
tunity for anyone in the vicinity 
to hear the megillah. Notwith-
standing the flury of activ-
ity and concern that permiated 
the City Hall atmosphere that 
morning, because of the shoot-
ing at Temple Emmanuel, City 
Hall staff still managed to gath-
er for the megillah reading.

The annual Purim feast 
at Chabad Lubavitch had its 
own moment of surprise, when 
Vaughan mayor Steve Del 
Duca appeared and graciously 
presented a generous monetary 

gift. A proportionate gift from 
the annual Spirit of Generos-
ity Gala, which distributes the 
proceeds to some 200 worthy 
charitable causes in the City of 
Vaughan.    

were added.
  Upon arrival, as the chil-

dren enter the atrium, a large 
screen features the famed 
Rabbi B, explaining the Seder 
plate. So too, they partici-
pate in an interactive Pesach 
themed game show. Before 
proceeding to kneading the 
matza dough, the youngsters 
also design and colour an 
apron. An entertaining video 
comic AI clip helps visualize 
the Ten Plagues.

  In addition to numerous 
school classes that participate, 
the program also accommo-
dates and welcomes visitors 
on Sundays. The program 
has proven very successful 
and many parents who visit 
as class chaperones, have ex-
pressed their fond memories 
from their own childhood visit 
many years ago. 

Megillah reading at Toronto City Hall
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Slain Chabad Rabbi 
Eli Schlanger’s Book 

to be Published
HarperCollins will 

Publish “Conversation 
with My Rabbi,” by Rabbi 
Eli Schlanger, Murdered in 
Bondi Terrorist Attack

 
By Tzemach Feller

HarperCollins Publishers 

has announced that they will 
be publishing “Conversation 
with My Rabbi — Timeless 
Teachings for a Fractured 
World,” authored by slain 
Chabad-Lubavitch represen-
tative Rabbi Eli Schlanger 
along with writer Nikki 
Goldstein. Schlanger, a 
Chabad of Bondi representa-
tive and father of five young 
children, was murdered as 
he led a public menorah 
lighting in Bondi Beach on 
December 14, 2025. He was 
one of fifteen slain by terror-
ists in the attack. 

In the weeks and months 
following the attack, Sch-
langer’s legacy has inspired 
countless good deeds, as 
well as the launch of numer-
ous projects and initiatives 
that bear his name. 

Now, a collection of con-
versations that took place be-
tween Schlanger and Nikki 
Goldstein will be published 
by HarperCollins on May 26, 
2026. The book was written 
by bestselling author Nikki 
Goldstein, who recorded 
those conversations. 

The two met in Septem-
ber 2022, when Goldstein 
was near death in a Sydney 
ICU. Her daughter spotted 

Rabbi Eli Schlanger in the 
hallway and asked him to 
come pray for her. Standing 
beside her bed, he blew the 
shofar and prayed for her. 
One day later, Goldstein be-
gan recovering from the life-
threatening infection. The 
doctors called it a miracle. 
As she regained her health, 
Rabbi Schlanger and Gold-
stein grew closer. 

In January 2025, they 
began recording their con-
versations for a book. Weeks 
before they finished the final 
chapter, Eli was tragically 
murdered. “I was devastated, 
shocked, and grieving. But I 
knew that Eli’s legacy, his 
mission to bring light and 
love to the world, would not 
die with him,” Nikki Gold-
stein said. “Eli saved my life 
years ago, and it’s my honor 
and privilege to ensure that 
his voice, memory, and mis-
sion are not silenced by ter-
ror and continue to work 
miracles.”  

During his lifetime, Sch-
langer — a student of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe — was 
passionate about sharing the 
universal moral principles 
known as the Seven Noahide 
Laws, as encouraged by the 
Rebbe. Schlanger founded 
Project Noah, an education-
al initiative that brings the 
timeless values of the Seven 
Noahide Laws to young peo-
ple through engaging, inter-
active programs.

The book was prepared, 
reviewed and edited by 
Rabbi Ulman, with whom 
Rabbi Schlanger explored 
these topics, and Rabbi Zal-
man Shmotkin of Chabad.
org in New York, to ensure 
that in his absence his words 
are published in the spirit in 
which they were spoken.  

The book is available for 
presale at bookstores every-
where, and can be pre-or-
dered and purchased online.

From Converts to 
Campus Shluchim:  
The Unlikely Story of South 

African Chabad Reps
By Leibel Kahan
Growing up in a Christian 

home in Cape Town, South 
Africa, Chananyah Duthie 
never met a Jew until he stum-
bled, curious, into a syna-
gogue in nearby Stellenbosch, 
where he was then studying at 
university.

Until that moment, the 
only thing Chananyah knew 
about Jews was that his grand-
father was one—a fact he dis-
covered a few years earlier 
while on a trip in Germany 
that left him with more ques-
tions than answers.

Intrigued by his encounter 
with the synagogue’s gabbai, 
Chananyah attended services 
there through the remainder of 
the school year, growing close 
with the local community and 
learning what being Jewish is 
all about. After graduating, he 
moved to Germany where he 
continued his Jewish discov-
ery. When his visa expired 
several years later, he moved 
back to South Africa.

Chananyah attended his 
first Passover Seder then—“a 
life-changing event.” He en-
gaged with Chabad Shluchim 
in Cape Town, attended ser-
vices, studied Chabad phi-
losophy—another turning 
point in his journey—and 
experienced Jewish living. In 
2016, Chananyah began the 

conversion process, ultimate-
ly becoming a Jew in June of 
2018. He went on to study in 
the Mayanot Yeshiva in Jeru-
salem for two years and was 
eventually introduced to Eli-
ana.

Eliana grew up with a lot 
of questions and very few an-
swers while attending Sunday 
school at a Baptist church in 
North Carolina. Drawn to 
Judaism, she underwent a 
non-Orthodox conversion. 
In 2016, with degrees in Po-

litical Science and German 
Language and Literature from 
East Carolina University, she 
moved to Germany. She con-
tinued to practice a basic level 
of Judaism, all the while feel-
ing something missing, she 
says. On a visit to Antwerp, 
where she connected with 
Chabad shluchim Rabbi Yossi 
and Chomie Weiss, her spark 
caught fire. Eventually, Eliana 
moved to Brooklyn, where 
she completed her Orthodox 
conversion process in Decem-
ber of 2018.

Once they met, Chanan-
yah and Eliana’s connection 
grew quickly—even from 
across continents. When they 
finally met in person, it was 
clear they shared the same 
vision for life and outreach. 
After marrying, Chananyah 
completed his rabbinical stud-
ies in Crown Heights before 
the couple began exploring 
where they could make a dif-
ference.

Returning to his alma ma-
ter felt natural—Stellenbosch, 
also known as the City of 
Oaks—in the Western Cape 
province of South Africa, had 
a small but growing Jewish 
population, yet no perma-
nent presence. Together, the 
Duthies decided to make it 
their mission to bring Chabad 
to the university town. At 

first he and Eliana worked 
with Rabbi Nissen Goldman, 
Chabad on Campus Rabbi in 
Cape Town who had been vis-
iting the school every week. In 
May 2024, the young couple 
and their four month-old baby 
settled in Stellenbosch. Their 
first Shabbat meal drew more 
than fifty students—a turnout 
that astonished even long-
time community members.

The Duthies quickly ex-
panded their programs, host-
ing weekly Lunch & Learn 

sessions, providing kosher 
meals, and organizing social 
events like braais—South 
Africa’s traditional grill gath-
erings. Beyond infusing the 
town with new Jewish energy, 
their presence helped bridge 
the gap between students and 
the older Stellenbosch Jewish 
community, as many of their 
programs are hosted in the old 
synagogue.

“They have me over for 
Shabbat lunch. You just feel 
at home,” says Ethan Epstein-
Kay, a student at university. 
“To keep kosher in Stellen-
bosch is quite difficult, so 
small things like that make a 
big difference in our lives.”

The Duthies purchased 
their own Chabad House 
close to campus, and plans 
are underway for a new 
Mikvah and a kosher res-
taurant. “Stellenbosch is the 
beginning of South Africa’s 
wine route,” Chananyah ex-

plains, “so, when kosher 
tours come through, we want 
them to have somewhere to 
eat while they’re here.” With 

their energy and vi-
sion, the Duthies are 
not only revitalizing 
Jewish student life but 
also strengthening the 
broader Jewish pres-
ence in this historic 
South African town.

Student Zi Gold-
stuck says the Duthies 
remind her of “the story 
of Avraham and Sara 
having their tent open 
on all four sides, so that 
people can always enter 
and they’re always wel-
come. It’s just this very 
caring sort of atmo-

sphere that they’ve created.”
For the young couple, it’s 

a journey come full circle. 
Deepening their own Jewish 
identity through Chabad, they 
are now drawing on those 
experiences to help others 
build their own Jewish con-
nections. And who better than 
those who have traveled such 
a great distance on their spiri-
tual quest to share the warmth 
and depth of Jewish life with 
other spiritual seekers?

The Duthie family
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When My Jewish 
Boyfriend Took Me to 
Chabad for Free Food

By Kylie Ora Lobell
On a Friday afternoon, when 

Danny and I were broke and 
didn’t know where our next meal 
was going to come from, he said 
we should go to a place called 
Chabad for Friday night dinner.

“What’s Chabad?” I asked.
“It’s a Jewish organization 

and they provide free food for 
Jews. I’ll just tell them you’re a 
Jew.”

“OK, let’s go,” I said, ex-
cited at the prospect of a home-
cooked meal.

When we arrived that eve-
ning at the walk-up building 
on Bedford Avenue, in Brook-
lyn, the Orthodox rabbi, Rabbi 
Shmuly, a thin man in a black hat 
with a dark, scraggly beard and 
kind eyes, greeted Daniel with a 
Jewish joke and introduced him-
self to me.

“It’s nice to meet you, Ky-
lie,” he said, nodding his head 
and smiling. “Good Shabbos.”

“It’s nice to meet you, too,” 
I said.

Danny and I sat at the din-
ner table, which was full of other 
non-religious Jews, like an ec-
centric artist wearing orange-
rimmed glasses and a free-spir-
ited 20-something woman with 
wildly curly locks and a flowing 
flower dress. They were nice and 
welcoming to me.

The rabbi said some prayers 
in Hebrew. I tried a piece of 
bread.

“This is delicious. What is 
it?” I whispered to Danny.

“It’s challah,” he said.
I ate four pieces of this 

doughy, sweet bread.
While the rabbi spoke during 

the main course, I didn’t know 
what he was saying, even when 
he was speaking in English. He 
was saying something about the 
Torah, which I had never learned 
about.

I looked around at all the 
faces in the room. I felt a warmth 
inside of me that started in my 

chest and washed over my entire 
body. I didn’t know if it was the 
challah, the speech, or the sense 
of community, but I felt euphor-
ic.

This was so different from 
how I’d grown up, where dinners 
were silent if we ate together at 
all.

Shabbat dinner was lively. 
People laughed loudly. The 
rabbi was nice to me, a stranger, 
even though he probably knew I 
wasn’t a Jew. I was opening up to 
people. The conversation was so 
natural. I was always more com-
fortable around Jewish people; 
this affirmed it.

On the way home, I asked 
Danny if this dinner was happen-
ing again soon.

“Every week,” he said. 
“Why?”

“I’d love to come back. It 

was nice.”
“Really? OK.”
“I can’t believe all that is 

free. It’s incredible.”
“Yeah, they get donors to 

make sure Jews have a Friday 
night dinner. It’s very nice.”

“How did you meet the rab-
bi, by the way?”

Danny then told me the story 
of how he came across Rabbi 
Shmuly.

He hadn’t been religious for 
many years, and he eventually 
became fully non-observant—
save for never eating bacon or 
shellfish. As he progressed in his 
comedy career, he started per-
forming on Friday nights, which 
you weren’t supposed to do if 
you were religious.

For ten years, he didn’t care 
about being observant or spiri-
tual, until one Yom Kippur. “I’d 
spent the day in synagogue, fast-
ing and asking G-d for forgive-
ness,” he told me. “As the sun 
was setting at the beach, I was 
so inspired that I said a prayer 
to G-d. I told Him I’d keep one 
Shabbat over the course of the 
next year. I didn’t know why. I 

just felt compelled in the mo-
ment.”

A few months later, Danny 
was walking on Bedford Avenue 
in Williamsburg. He saw a rabbi 
approaching him.

“Are you Jewish?” the rabbi 
asked.

“Yes,” Danny said.
“Then come for Shabbat 

sometime. Friday night. We start 
at seven.”

“Well, I actually promised 
G-d that I would keep one Shab-
bat this year. But not this week. I 
have a show.”

“OK, when you can come, 
come. We’re here every Friday 
night.”

But Danny forgot all about 
it.

A few months after that, he 
was walking on Bedford Avenue 
again when the rabbi approached 
him.

“I never saw you at Shabbat 
dinner!” the rabbi said.

“Oh, I’m sorry, rabbi,” Dan-
ny said.

“Don’t worry, you can still 
come. See you this Friday.”

Danny went and loved the 
experience. Not only did he get 
that delicious food, but also, he 
loved joking around with Rabbi 
Shmuly, who was incredibly 
nice, and he felt the magic of 
Shabbat he enjoyed when he was 
a kid.

“Wait. I thought you don’t 
believe in religion,” I said.

“Yes. But I still believe in 
G-d. I still pray in my own way.”

“I haven’t prayed since I was 
a kid. I thought it was nonsense.”

“No, I think there’s some-
thing to it,” he said, smiling.

Maybe Danny was right, I 
thought. He was right about so 
many other things. Could I have 
been wrong about G-d?

I thought about it. One thing 
was certain: I couldn’t wait to go 
back to Chabad. I was hungry 
for something, but it wasn’t the 
food.

One Shabbat meal led to 
another, and Kylie discovered 
the beauty of Judaism. She en-
couraged Danny to dig deeper 
into his heritage as she learned 
more about it as well. Today, 
they live a full Jewish life.

Excerpted and adapted from 
“Choosing to be Chosen: From 
Being an Atheist Non-Jew to 
Becoming an Orthodox Jew ,” 
in which Kylie Ora Lobell tells 
how she embraced Judaism.

Why Does Moshiach 
Have To Be a King? 

Continued from page 2
ation, self-organize and work 
things out between one another. 
I mean, do you really expect 
enlightened beings to hurt, 
steal, extort, or otherwise cause 
bodily or monetary harm to one 
another? So who needs govern-
ment in such a world, never 
mind a king?

Okay, to get to that point, 
we may well need an outstand-
ing individual, a great leader 
who could deal with the op-
pressors and dictators and other 
powerful shmendriks of the 
world. As Maimonides puts it, 
someone who will strengthen 
the Torah and “fight the wars of 
G-d”,  not necessarily military 
wars, but actions that have very 
powerful political and social 
ramifications.

But once that mission is 
complete and the world is at 
peace, buzzing with wisdom 
until even the leopards and 
wolves are behaving and the 
very earth itself is full of knowl-
edge, then everything changes. 
What would be crucial at such 
a point would be not a king, but 
a teacher. Yes, the world is en-
lightened, but it is still a world 
emerging into enlightenment. 
The Moshiach, as a teacher, 
would guide people to see and 
to understand this new world 
into which they had entered.

And yet, the very word 
moshiach means “anointed.” 
Anointed for what? Anointed to 
be a king. But who will need a 
king?

What really is a king? Yes, 
a king governs, but is that really 
what a king is?

The question was asked 
by several of the Rebbes of 
Chabad. Here’s how they an-
swered:

A king—an authentic, 
genuine-to-the-core king—is 
an individual who stands head 
and shoulders above the people 
around him. That’s why a king 
who must force the people to 
accept him as king is not a real 
king. A real king is someone like 
King Saul, who, when chosen 
by the prophet Samuel and the 
people, could not be found, be-

cause he had hid himself, hop-
ing that he would not be chosen.

About King Saul, the proph-
et says that he was “from his 
shoulders up taller than all the 
people.” That’s not just a verti-
cal measurement. “Shoulders” 
refers to emotions. Saul’s emo-
tions were at the level of anoth-
er person’s intellect. His mind, 
then, was completely beyond, in 
a higher realm altogether.

This will also be the char-
acter of the Moshiach. Yes, 
he will be a teacher—because 
that’s what those times will be 
all about: learning, knowing, 
gaining divine wisdom. But a 
teacher—a good teacher—lim-
its his lesson to that for which 
the student is ready and can 
handle. The Moshiach will be 
a teacher, but one with a kingly 
character: as enlightened as they 
may be, he will see far beyond. 
And yet, as a teacher-king, he 
will be capable of transmitting 
that transcendental knowledge 
to all of us as well. Perhaps not 
cognitively, but in some form in 
which it can be shared.

An interesting idea, because 
it fits so well into the idea of 
what the messianic era is all 
about and how it fulfills the 
purpose of creation—as Rabbi 
Schneur Zalman writes, “ev-
erything depends on our work 
throughout the time of exile.”

Meaning that through the 
toil of our hard work, our strug-
gle and persistence in the most 
trying times right up until that 
glorious era, we will draw into 
the world a deep light, an es-
sence-light, such as could never 
have been revealed without that 
labor. It is that essence-light that 
the Moshiach will have the job 
of revealing to us. Something 
entirely transcendental, and 
yet, something that each of us 
touches; something from which 
each of us draws strength every 
time we defy the confusion and 
darkness of our present world to 
do what we know is right and 
beautiful.

This teacher, then, is the 
ultimate of teachers. A king-
teacher. For he will show us the 
very core essence of our souls, 
and how they are rooted in the 
Core Essence of All Being. He 
will reveal to us how we are all 
kings.

Kylie and Danny
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Can You Detect 
Artificial 

Intelligence?

By Rabbi Aron Moss

With Artificial Intel-
ligence popping up every-
where, how am I supposed 
to know whether the an-
swer I’m getting is from an 
actual human being or a 
very polite robot? Does it 
even matter anymore? And 
is there any reliable way to 
tell the difference? Espe-
cially when asking rabbis... 
| 
Answer

It used to be simple. If 
someone gave you a strange, 
roundabout, and slightly con-
fusing answer, you knew it 
was a human rabbi.

Now you’re not so sure.
AI can answer faster than 

any human, with better gram-
mar and no typos. It never 
needs coffee, never loses pa-
tience, and never says, “Good 
question, I’ll get back to you.” 
In other words, it’s suspi-
ciously un-rabbinic.

But here’s the thing: AI 
can think, but it can’t care.

A human being, with all 
our flaws and feelings, can lis-
ten, empathise, and cry with 
you. A machine can predict 
what words should come next, 
but it doesn’t have a heart that 
aches for yours.

You can ask AI, “Why 
did this happen to me?” and it 
might give you a logical, even 
poetic answer. But when you 
ask a person the same ques-
tion, they might just sigh, hold 
your hand, and say, “I don’t 
know, but I’m here with you.”

That’s something no algo-
rithm can imitate.

Does it matter if you can 
tell the difference? Maybe 
not for technical questions. 
If you’re asking for the tem-
perature to bake challah, AI’s 
your friend. But if you’re ask-
ing how to find meaning, heal 
a heart, or connect to G-d, 
well, that’s holy territory. 
You’ll need a soul for that.

So yes, AI can write ser-
mons, compose songs, and 
even answer some religious 
questions. But only a human 
being can say a blessing with 
tears in their eyes, or hear 
your story and see the divine 
spark flickering within you.

The difference between AI 
and a human?

AI can process informa-
tion.

A human can feel inspira-
tion.

And that, thank G-d, will 
never change.

Source:
Chatgpt.
The answer above was 

entirely written by A.I. “in 
the style of Rabbi Moss”. I 
thought it was pretty smooth 
and lifeless. What did you 
think? Could you tell? I 
hope so....

Why does a groom get 
called up to the Torah be-
fore getting married? And 
what about the bride? Does 
she have an equivalent?

 
Answer

Marriage is the biggest 
step of your life. Before tak-
ing the plunge, you need to 
plug into your source to gain 
strength and clarity.

The groom is called up to 
the Torah. He stands before 
the community and connects 
himself to G-d’s wisdom. He 
looks into the eternal story of 
the Jewish people that he is 
about to continue, and steps 
into it, becoming part of it. 
The Torah reminds him what 
makes a Jewish home stand 
strong: values, community, 
soul and purpose.

The bride does the same, 
but in a different language. 
Before the wedding, she also 
takes a plunge of her own. She 
immerses in the mikvah.

Water is the first creation, 
the womb of the world, the 
place where life begins. Like 
Torah, water allows all life to 
grow and flourish. In the quiet 
waters of the mikvah, the bride 
returns to her own source, to 
the purity and strength that 
Jewish women have passed 
down for generations. She en-
ters those life-giving waters as 
she embarks on her journey to 
become a life-giver herself.

Both bride and groom are 
preparing themselves for the 
next big step. He connects 
with the words of Torah, the 
world of mind and meaning. 
She enters mikvah, the world 
of creation and life. Two ways 
of plugging in, each a differ-
ent expression of the same 
truth. One through the wis-
dom of life, one through the 
water of life.

The masculine way is 
more conceptual. The femi-

nine way is more actual. He 
enters the sea of Torah figura-
tively. She enters the waters of 
the mikvah literally.

And when they come to-
gether under the chuppah, 
wisdom and water meet. The-
ory and practice come togeth-
er. Masculine and feminine 
unite. A new world can begin. 
They take the plunge together.

With everything happen-
ing lately, is it time for dias-
pora Jews to pack up and 
leave? Maybe G-d is telling 
us that the time has come to 
go to Israel. After all, we left 
Egypt in such haste that the 
bread didn’t have time to 
rise. Perhaps we should be 
rushing out of Australia and 
making Aliyah right now. 
 
Answer

Yes, it is time for all of 
us to make aliyah. But that 
doesn’t mean you have to 
leave. 

Aliyah means to rise, to 
elevate, to step up.

For some, moving to Isra-
el is the next step. For others, 
the aliyah they need to make 
is right where they are. Either 
way, it needs to be thoughtful 
and deliberate.

We do not let terrorists de-
cide where Jews live. And we 
do not allow panic to direct 
our destiny. Unlike Egypt, this 
is not a moment for running.

When we left Egypt, it 
happened in a rush. We were 
unready, helpless and spiri-
tually enslaved. The Exodus 
was a gift from above, not 
something we earned. We ran 
without a plan. There was no 
time for the dough to rise.

But the future redemption 
is different.

The prophet Isaiah says, 
“You shall not leave in haste, 
nor shall you go in flight” (Isa-
iah 52:12). When Moshiach 
comes, we will leave calm-
ly, deliberately, and with 
strength. Not fleeing some-
thing bad, but moving toward 
something good.

The final redemption will 
not be driven by fear. It will be 
earned through our choices, 
our growth, and generations 
of good deeds. Every mitz-
vah brings us closer. Every 
positive act prepares us more. 

When the time comes, we will 
go because we want to go, not 
because we have no option.

That is why now is not the 
time for dramatic moves made 
on adrenaline. Terror is meant 
to shake us, to make us feel 
unsafe and reactive. We must 
not give it that power.

If you were already plan-
ning to make aliyah, now may 
indeed be the time. But we 
all need to make aliyah in the 
deeper sense. Not to run, but 
to rise.

Rise in Jewish pride. Rise 
in unity. Rise in commitment 
to Jewish life, to Torah and 
mitzvos.

One day, we will all re-
turn home. And when that 
day comes, it will not look 
like Egypt. There will be no 
rushed exits and half-baked 
plans.

Back then, the bread 
didn’t rise. This time, we will.

At university, I keep 
seeing movements and 
“causes” that claim to be 
for the greater good, but 
my gut is giving me a ma-
jor vibe check fail. They 
sound righteous, but they 
feel… toxic. How do I tell if 
a cause is actually holy, or 
if it’s just a wolf in organic, 
fair-trade sheep’s clothing? 
 
Answer

There’s a simple litmus 
test to see whether a cause is 
holy or not. Ignore the slo-
gans on the T-shirts and the 
hashtags on social media. 
Look at the toolbox.

Holiness shows up at the 
job site with a hammer, some 
nails and a blueprint. It wants 
to build something. Unholi-
ness shows up with a sledge-
hammer. It wants to smash 
something.

The defining trait of holi-
ness is that it creates.

The Torah itself begins 
with creation. The very first 
thing G-d does is build a 
world. And the final words of 
our daily prayers ask G-d to 
rebuild the Temple in Jerusa-
lem. Judaism begins with cre-
ation and ends with construc-
tion.

Unholiness is the op-
posite. It seeks to destroy. A 
movement whose only plan is 
to “dismantle,” “tear down,” 

or “cancel,” isn’t righteous. 
It’s immorality in a “Save the 
World” hoodie.

Unholiness has a market-
ing problem. It can’t admit 
what it is. It doesn’t walk 
around with a “Bad Guy” 
nametag. Instead it hijacks 
good causes. It starts with 
a genuine concern for fair-
ness, justice or peace. But 
slowly the focus shifts. Love 
for the victim is replaced by 
hostility for anyone who dis-
agrees. What poses as “pro” 
something is really just “anti” 
something else. 

Holy work leaves people 
feeling empowered, con-
nected, and responsible. It 
heals relationships and builds 
bridges. Unholy work does 
the opposite. It leaves people 
suspicious of each other and 
quick to pick sides. It divides 
communities and turns friends 
into enemies.

Sometimes holiness does 
need to fight against harm-
ful forces. The Torah itself 
recognises that evil must be 
stopped. But holy struggle re-
moves only what is rotten, so 
something better can be built 
in its place. Destructive move-
ments don’t repair structures. 
They just swing the wrecking 
ball.

So next time you encoun-
ter a “righteous” cause, ask 
one simple question: if these 
people get exactly what they 
want, will the world have 
more life in it? Will relation-
ships be stronger? Will people 
feel more connected? Will 
something beautiful actually 
be built?

Don’t be fooled. Holiness 
leaves a better structure. Un-
holiness leaves rubble. If it 
doesn’t build, it’s not G-d’s 
work. No matter what hoodie 
it wears.

It is all very nice that 
people are getting closer to 
Judaism after the Bondi at-
tack. The same thing hap-
pened after October 7, and 
the same thing happens af-
ter every tragedy. But how 
real is it? If a Jew is sudden-
ly very Jewish when things 
are bad, what does that say 
about their Judaism?

 
Answer

Your question was an-
swered by a beached seal. 

Ready to Take the 
Plunge?

Is It Time to Make 
Aliyah?

How Do You Know If 
a Cause Is Actually 

Good?

Is “Crisis Judaism” 
Real?
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Last week my brother was 
going for a morning run in an 
urban park, and he saw the 
strangest sight. There, lying 
by the side of a river, was a 
seal. Not your usual visitor in 
the middle of the city.

This encounter reminded 
me of a Talmudic discussion 
about seals. The rabbis debat-
ed: Is the seal a water creature 
or a land creature? 

The Hebrew word for seal 
is Kelev Yam - sea dog. They 
spend most of their lives in 
the water. So does that define 
them as marine life? Do we go 
by where they spend the ma-
jority of their time?

No. That doesn’t define a 
seal. We may call it a sea dog, 
but it is not a sea creature. 
Why? Because if you want to 
define a creature, you have to 
ask one question: where does 
it go when it’s in danger? 
Where is its refuge?

For a seal, the answer is: it 
runs to dry land. 

Under threat, your in-
stincts lead you to where you 
really belong. Your refuge is 
your true home. No matter 
how much time you spend in 
the sea, if you flee to dry land 
when your life is endangered, 
that shows who you really are. 
You are a land creature. 

This is not just a biologi-
cal fun fact. It’s a spiritual 
truth. Our soul has a homing 
signal that brings us back to 
where we truly belong. That’s 
why when Jews are in danger, 
we run to Judaism. Because 
that’s who we are.

A Jew can spend his whole 
life distant from his Jew-
ish roots. He can adopt other 
identities and blend into the 
surrounding culture. But that 
is just where he happens to be 
swimming. A little shake up, 
and the inner self is revealed. 
He comes right back to where 
he belongs. A Jew’s home is in 
Judaism.

We have seen this through-
out our history. The very same 
dynamic played out in the Pu-
rim story. Jews try to assimi-
late into Persian culture by 
attending the king’s party. A 
wicked prime minister poses 
a mortal threat to Jewish life. 
This leads to a massive re-
turn to Judaism. They prayed. 
They fasted. They refused to 
bow to their enemies. And 
that led to victory. The threat 
didn’t create their Judaism. It 
revealed it.

What my brother saw in 
the park was a creature finding 
safety in its true habitat. And 

what we are seeing today is 
the same. Torah is our natural 
home. Jewish life is our life. 
And if a formerly estranged 
Jew feels the pull to return to 
Judaism, he should be wel-
comed back home. He needs 
no one’s seal of approval. 

My seven-year-old 
son doesn’t go to a Jewish 
school. Since hearing from 
friends some pretty graphic 
details of the Bondi attack, 
he says, “Dad, I don’t want 
to be Jewish anymore.” 
He’s had counselling and is 
otherwise doing fine, but he 
still refuses to attend Jewish 
events or go to Jewish ven-
ues. How do I deal with this?

Answer
Your son is not rejecting 

Judaism. He is rejecting fear.
In his young mind, being 

Jewish and being a target be-
came linked. The brain con-
nects identity with danger and 
says, “If I drop the identity, 
maybe I drop the danger.”

You can’t argue him out 
of that because, in a way, he is 
right. Jews are sometimes tar-
geted. But we are not targeted 
because we are weak. We are 
targeted because we carry 
something precious.

A child who inherits great 
wealth may attract envy. There 
may even be people who want 
to take that wealth from him. 
But no child gives up his in-
heritance just because some-
one else wants it. He learns to 
value it more.

Our Jewish identity is that 
inheritance.

Right now, for your son, 
“Jewish” equals “scary.” You 
need to gently widen that pic-
ture until “Jewish” also means 
“joy,” “music,” “friends,” 
“belonging,” and “fun.” He is 
rich. He just doesn’t know it 
yet.

Take it slowly. No lectures 
about pride or heavy speeches 
about history. He is seven. He 
needs tangible experiences. 
What he heard was vivid and 
real. The positive experiences 
must be just as real.

Take him to a happy, joy-
ful Jewish event where he 
will discover a happy side of 
being Jewish. But this cannot 
be a one-off event. Over time, 
Jewish life needs to become a 
steady part of his world: To-

rah classes, Shabbat meals, 
youth programs, community 
moments. Children feel saf-
est in what is familiar. When 
being Jewish becomes part of 
his weekly rhythm, it stops 
feeling like a target and starts 
feeling like a treasure.

You can’t erase what he 
heard. But you can give him 
new memories that are stron-
ger. You can’t pretend away 
our enemies. But you can sur-
round him with friends.

We will not give up our 
gift because someone else 
resents it. We hold it tighter, 
share it louder, and pass it on 
with joy.

I have been asked to say 
one of the Sheva Brachot 
blessings at a wedding. I 
read the translation and saw 
that it speaks about G-d cre-
ating Adam and Eve. I was 
wondering, why mention 
that at a wedding? 

Answer
Adam and Eve had a great 

marriage. We want every cou-
ple to be a bit like them. Think 
about it: 

Adam and Eve never won-
dered if they married the right 
person. They had no doubts. 
Well, I guess they also had 
no alternatives. But every 
couple should feel the same. 
Even though they had many 
options, in truth there is only 
one. The person standing un-
der the chuppah with you is 
the one for you.

Adam and Eve also had 
no issues with their in-laws. 
That alone is a huge blessing. 
We wish the same for every 
couple.

But deeper than that, 
Adam and Eve were original-
ly one being. G-d split them 
into two so they could find 
each other again. That is ev-
ery marriage. Two halves of 
one soul, finally reunited. 

Adam and Eve did not 
meet at a party, or at work, or 
on an app. Their match came 
from a much higher network. 
G-d introduced them. So with 
every couple. They don’t 
just find each other. They are 
guided to each other. The app 
is just the tool. The match 
wasn’t made in the app. It was 
made up, way up in Heaven.

That is why we mention 
Adam and Eve at a wedding. 

We are telling the couple 
that like Adam and Eve, your 
union is not random. It is di-
vine. People are limited. G-d 
is not. He can perform mira-
cles, like leading soulmates 
to each other. With G-d in the 
picture, anything is possible. 
Even good in-laws.

A Force greater than you 
brought you together. Stay 
connected to that Force. It will 
hold you together, forever.

I am so upset I don’t 
know what to do. I am Jew-
ish, but not practicing. I 
married a non-Jewish man, 
and Judaism has not been 
part of our home. Now my 
worst nightmare has come 
true. My 19-year-old daugh-
ter at university has joined 
the pro-Palestinian camp. 
She marches against Israel. 
She speaks against Jews. 
It feels like she has turned 
her back on her family and 
her heritage. I tried talking 
to her and it didn’t go well. 
We hardly have any contact 
now.

My question is not about 
my older daughter. I feel she 
is too far gone. But I still 
have a 15-year-old daughter 
at home, and I am terrified 
she will go the same way. I 
can’t let that happen. How 
can I protect my younger 
daughter and keep her from 
rejecting her people?

Answer
Here is what you need to 

do. Light Shabbat candles. 

“Dad, I Don’t Want 
to Be Jewish”

Who Has the Best In-
Laws?

What Rubs You The 
Wrong Way?

Every Friday evening, on 
time, without fail. Even if 
you’ve never done it before, 
start now.

You may not have ex-
pected this response. Perhaps 
you were hoping I would give 
you a book for your daughter 
to read, or a Jewish group for 
her to join. But your children 
don’t need more words. They 
need to see what a Jew looks 
like. They need a mother who 
is not just worried about anti-
antisemitism, but who is pro-
Judaism. One small flame on 
your table will say more to 
them than a thousand lectures 
ever could.

Children can sense what 
their parents truly value. 
When you light Shabbat can-
dles, when you put a mezuzah 
on your door, when you study 
Torah or give charity, you are 
showing your daughter that 
Judaism is real to you. No ar-
guments, no debates, just liv-
ing it. You’ll be surprised how 
impactful that can be. Give a 
Jewish soul some oxygen and 
it comes alive. 

And here is the secret. 
Those flames you light on 
your table may travel further 
than you think. Even your 
older daughter, far away with 
her activist friends, may one 
day feel the glow of your 
candles. Don’t write her off. 
Right now her fire is burning 
in another direction. But a 
soul never loses its flame. One 
day, the sparks you ignite in 
your home may awaken hers 
as well.

This is not about your old-
er daughter, and it’s not about 
your younger daughter. It’s 
about you, the only person you 
can control. Light your flame. 
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Top 30 Jewish Quotes
By Motteleh Schusterman

Here are my top 30 Jewish quotes, sampling from different parts of our rich tradition. The list includes life advice,
instructions, deep insights intothe human psyche, and important Jewish values.

FROM SCRIPTURE

I have set before you life and death ... and you shall choose life. 1

The Torah lays out the principle of free choice and urges us to choose well.1.

The L-rd sees into the heart.2

G-d reminds the Prophet Samuel to always look beyond superficialities.2.

The footsteps of humans are directed by G-d. 3

King David assures us that nothing happens by chance.3.

A righteous person falls down seven times and gets up. 4

It is not the fall that counts, but how you respond to it.4.

FROM THE MIDRASH

The salvation of G-d is like the blink of an eye.14

A reminder to have faith even in the most difficult situations.14.

All beginnings are difficult. 15

A reassurance that itʼll get better soon. Just stick with it. There is light at the end of the tunnel.15.

He who denies the goodness of his fellow is destined to deny the goodness of G-d. 16

Our relations with our fellow and our relations with G-d are more interconnected than you think.16.

FROM THE ZOHAR

A person cannot know the taste of sweetness until he tastes bitterness. 17

Struggle and difficulty help a person discover their true depths.17.

A male without a female is considered half a body. 18

The deeper significance of marriage: two halves of a single soul reunite.18.

FROM THE MISHNAH

If I am not for myself, who is for me? And if I am only for myself, what am I? And if not now, when? 5

The great sage Hillelʼs psychological tongue-twister teaches us not to rely on others, remain selfless, and 
seize the moment.

5.

Study is not the most important thing, but actions. 6

This holds true in life, as well as with Torah and mitzvahs.6.

Who is wise? The one who learns from all people … Who is mighty? The one who subdues the evil inclination … 
Who is rich? The one who rejoices in his portion …. Who is honored? The one who honors other human beings 7

This Mishnah reveals the true meaning of success in different areas of life.

7.

Look not at the flask but at what is therein; there may be a new flask full of old wine, and an old flask wherein is 
not even new wine. 8

The original “don't judge a book by its cover.ˮ
8.

Either a friend, or death. 9

The value of a friend cannot be overstated—literally.9.

A thief standing at the entrance of the tunnel calls out to G-d. 10

This truth is interpreted both as “there are no atheists in foxholesˮ and as a reminder that just because you believe 
in G-d doesnʼt mean you are automatically virtuous.

10.

A prisoner cannot free himself. 11

Another analysis of the human condition. Donʼt assume that someone stuck in a bad situation will figure it out on 
their own. Rather you be the one to step in to assist them.

11.

[success], believe him! 12

Putting in no effort never leads to real success. Putting in effort always does.

12.

in the future, the Shechinah will be redeemed with them. 13

G-d accompanies us even in the hardest times.
13.

FROM THE TALMUD



World of Lubavitch • March 2026 • Page 9

What is your
favoriteJewish line or quote?

9.Taanit 23a.
10. Brachot 63a.
11.Berachot 5b.
12.Megillah 6b.
13.Talmud Megillah 29a.
14.Nissim Gaon, Chibur Yafeh Mehayeshuah.

17.Zohar, vol. III, Tazria 48a.
18.Zohar, vol. III, Vayikra 7b.
19.Moshe ibn Ezra in Shirat Yisrael quoting arabic poets.
20.Duties of the Heart, Gate 5, ch. 5.
21.Poem by Ibn Ezra.

24.Keter Shem Tov, addendum 179, footnote 366.
25.Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov, quoted in Meʼor Einayim, Parshat Chukat.
26.Tanya, ch. 33.

28.Menachem Mendel of Kotzk.
29.Sefer HaMaamarim 5697, p. 223.
30.The Rebbe, 12 Tammuz 5736.

FROM MEDIEVAL SAGES

Words that come from the heart, enter the heart. 19

Be true to yourself, and you will positively influence those around you.19.

A little bit of light can dispel much darkness. 20

The power of good eclipses that of evil.20.

If I were to sell candles, the sun would never set. If I dealt in burial shrouds, no one would ever die. 21

An ironic complaint about lifeʼs difficulties.21.

The judgments of the Torah do not bring vengeance to the world, but rather bring mercy, kindness and peace to 
the world. 22

G-dʼs Torah is good—good for the person and good for the world.
22.

Truth is only discerned through its opposite. 23

True knowledge of something is only possible if you know its antithesis.23.

FROM THE CHASSIDIC MASTERS

Everything is by Divine Providence. If a leaf is turned over by a breeze, it is only because this has been 
specifically ordained by G-d to serve a particular function within the purpose of creation. 24

The Baal Shem Tovʼs revolutionary take on Divine Providence: every occurrence in the universe, down to the 
subatomic level, is ordained by G-d.

24.

Your fellow is your mirror. If your own face is clean, so will be the image you perceive. But should you look upon 
your fellow and see a blemish, it is your own imperfection that you are encountering. 25

Itʼs not about the other person; itʼs about you. The reason you perceive a blemish is to reveal what you yourself 
need to work on.

25.

This is what man is all about; the purpose of creation … to make a dwelling for G-d in the physical world. 26

Rabbi Schneur Zalman, the first Rebbe of Chabad, addresses the existential question: Why do we even exist in 
this world?

26.

The whole world is a very narrow bridge, and the most important thing is not to be afraid at all. 27

Life is difficult, but the biggest challenge is overcoming the fear.27.

There is nothing more complete than a broken heart, and there is nothing more upright than a crooked ladder. 28

The act of self-improvement is, in itself, a beautiful ideal.28.

Joy breaks all barriers. 29

Joy can accomplish what nothing else can.29.

If you know aleph, teach aleph. 30

The Rebbe's imperative is to teach and spread Judaism regardless of one's spiritual standing or level of knowledge.30.
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SHIURIM & CLASSES AT 770 CHABAD GATE

WEEKLY CLASSES • SUMMER SCHEDULE

MEN                       WOMEN                       MEN/WOMEN

10:30 AM TALMUD (BRACHOS) RABBI MOSHE SPALTER

7:45 PM THE WEEKLY TORAH REVIEW RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG

11:00 AM TORAH STUDIES - PARSHA RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG 
10:30 AM THE JOY OF JUDAISM RABBI MOSHE SPALTER
2:00 PM LIKKUTEI SICHOS RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG 

11:00 - 12:30 PM THE JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG 

7:30 - 9:00 PM THE JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG 

8:15 - 9:15 TALMUD (PSACHIM) RABBI MOSHE SPALTER

9:00 AM CHASSIDUS RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG

9:00 AM CHASSIDUS (INTERMEDIATE) RABBI MORDECHAI WILHELM

1 HR BEFORE MINCHA CHASSIDUS RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG

SUN - THU   8:15 - 9:30 PM KOLLEL CHAVRUTA PROGRAM ALTERNATING

SUN - THU   9:00 PM RAMBAM ALTERNATING

SUN - FRI   7:15 AM CHASSIDIC THOUGHT RABBI YOSSI GANSBURG 

MON - FRI   10 AM - 12 PM KOLLEL TIFERES ZEKEINIM LEVI YITZCHOK
TALMUD, MISHNAH, HALACHA & CHUMASH - RABBI DOVID CHAIKIN

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

SHABBOS

DAILY CLASSES

8:00 PM TALMUD (BAVA METZIA) RABBI MOSHE SPALTER (ALSO VIA
ZOOM)

1 HR BEFORE MINCHA HALACHA RABBI MOSHE SPALTER

(ALSO VIA
ZOOM)

(ALSO VIA
ZOOM)

(ALSO VIA
ZOOM)

(ALSO VIA
ZOOM)

(ALSO VIA
ZOOM)
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best to serve Him, and He 
takes care of the rest.”

It is clear that this path 
has been providential. Eight 
years later, Dashev has be-
come one of the most famous 
Jewish portrait photographers 
in the world, shooting famous 
artists and private clientele, 
while still being sought after 
for national advertising cam-
paigns and magazine covers. 
 

The Rabbi Project
For years, Dashev had 

viewed photography purely as 
craft, not art.

“I knew that I had nothing 
to say in photography except 
to make money,” he acknowl-
edges. “And suddenly, I was 
making lots and lots more 
money. And still, I didn’t feel 
any kind of maturity as an art-
ist.”

But fashion clients had 
begun requesting portraits 
alongside their standard work. 
This required a different skill 
set: drawing out personality, 
focusing on the subject as a 
person rather than a manne-
quin for merchandise. Dashev 
proved talented enough at this 
to book jobs alongside his 
fashion work, and began find-
ing his voice and style in the 
portraits he took.

Back in 2012, the fashion 
industry underwent seismic 
shifts, and the financial re-
wards dwindled amidst a new 
corporate atmosphere. Dashev 
sensed his time in that world 
winding down, though he 
would still be taking jobs for 
the next few years. He was 35, 
uncertain about next steps.

One day, paging through 
a book of Chassidic tales 
compiled by Rabbi Shlomo 
Yosef Zevin, Dashev turned 
to the back cover and studied 
Zevin’s photograph—the ex-
pression, the pose, the shad-
ows. His immediate thought: 
“I can do that better.”

He set up a small studio 
on the corner of Carroll and 
Brooklyn Avenue in Crown 
Heights, offering subjects a 
simple deal: five minutes for 
a portrait session, a free copy 
for their use, while Dashev re-

tained the image for his own 
projects, all while still main-
taining his work in the fashion 
industry.

This style was new to him, 
as was the customer base.

“It really did feel like 
starting at zero, because as 
much as I was Jewishly in-
volved by then, nobody knew 
me,” he explains. In the fash-
ion world, access follows 
reputation—one major client 
vouches for you to the next. 
Dashev understood he’d need 
the same currency here, which 
meant setting his sights high 
from the start. He began by 
building a series of noted rab-

bis and Jewish personalities.
He took photos of Rabbi 

Paltiel, then Rabbi Dovber 
Pinson, which led to a session 
with Rabbi Moshe Weinberg-
er of Woodmere, N.Y., among 
many others. The Rabbi Proj-
ect was born.

“It was amazing to spend 
time with all these learned 
rabbis, but getting a photo of 
Reb Yoel Kahn—the quintes-
sential Chassid of the Rebbe 
in our time—was the holy 
grail,” Dashev says with a 
smile.

He first connected with 
Leah Kahn in 2014, when she 
politely declined. Some time 
later, Yael began caring for an 
ill community member who 
typically attended the Kahn’s 
Passover seder, and Mrs. 
Kahn extended an invitation 
to the Dashevs. After Pass-
over, she agreed to organize 
her husband’s portrait session.

Her warning proved accu-
rate: “Reb Yoel will be learn-
ing, he won’t look at you, 
but take some pictures, and 
when you’re satisfied, you can 
leave.”

“I have done hundreds of 
portrait shoots, and the results 
are almost exclusively—be-
sides the technical aspects—
based on the personal inter-
action between photographer 
and subject,” reflects Dashev. 
“Even the most reserved and 
reticent people I’ve photo-
graphed engage in the process 
of crafting an honest portrait 
if not an intriguing one. For 
Reb Yoel, I was only a wit-
ness, and that seemed appro-
priate for the caliber of person 
he was.”

During a “Soul Encoun-
ters” symposium hosted by 

the Jewish Learning Institute 
in 2014, the Rabbi Project got 
traction. Until then, Dashev 
had only shot a handful of 
the rabbis that he specifically 
wanted to photograph. Going 
to that event that day, held at 
Queens College, he planned to 
capture as many of the speak-
ers that he could.

Dashev set up a make-
shift studio in a hallway, 
photographing speakers be-
tween lectures. It was there 
he encountered Rabbi Adin 
Even-Israel (Steinsaltz), the 
legendary scholar known for 
his commentaries on the Tal-
mud, Tanya, Maimonides and 
countless other works.

“Every portrait I took 
leading up to my time with 
Rabbi Adin, my anticipation 
grew greater. I knew the im-
age of him that I wanted to 
capture.”

Rabbi Even-Israel finished 
his talk around 10:30 p.m., 
and Dashev pulled him aside 
before the building closed.

The rabbi immediately 
launched into a monologue: 
“Photographers are the most 
powerful people in the world. 
It doesn’t matter if you’re a 
president or an emperor. As 
soon as you’re in front of the 
photographer, the photogra-
pher tells you what to do.”

As images appeared on the 
monitor, Rabbi Even-Israel 

began laughing. “You should 
have taken my picture when 
I was three years old. Before 
they cut my hair, I had this full 
head of curly blonde hair.”

“I probably should have 
been more intimidated,” Da-
shev admits, “but he was 
somehow not intimidating. He 
was so down-to-earth and ac-
cessible. I loved his look, and 
seeing it, you just know that 
the mind that lives in there is 
just spectacular.”

Another rabbinical schol-
ar to accept Dashev’s propos-
al was Rabbi Nissen Mangel, 
who after surviving the Holo-
caust as a young boy became 
a renowned author and trans-
lator, including of the Tehillat 
Hashem prayerbook. Mangel 
invited the photographer to 

his Crown Heights home.
“I think we all approach 

Holocaust survivors with a 
sense of awe. We could nev-
er, and should never know 

what they have experienced. 
Rabbi Mangel built his life 
post war in family, Torah and 
Chassidut. He went from rag-
ing devastation, where many 
walked away from obser-
vance, to become a leading 
Jewish scholar and teacher,” 
Dashev says. “Entering the 
rabbi’s house and seeing the 
dining table set with several 
volumes of Hemshech Ayin 
Beit [a deep and encyclope-
dic Chassidic text authored by 
the fifth Rebbe, Rabbi Sholom 
DovBer, beginning in 1912] , 
I felt the gravitas of his char-
acter in the air. Despite the 
friendly and casual conversa-
tion that pervaded the portrait 

session, throughout, I felt 
humbled.”

‘Work With What’s 
in Front of You’

By now, Dashev has com-
pleted over 200 portrait ses-
sions, “and my goodness, I 
would like to do another 200 
at least.”

The shoots vary wildly; 
sometimes, they are elaborate 
studio set-ups with extended 
conversations and sometimes 
just lighting equipment in a 
quiet study.

“It’s usually a little more 
interesting when it’s their 
space, because they really live 
in it,” he notes. “But I learned 
long ago that you should nev-
er go into a photo shoot with a 
lot of expectations. You work 
with what’s in front of you.”

Rabbi Adin Even-Israel (Steinsaltz)

Reb Yoel Kahn 

That flexibility extends 
to his assessment of the sub-
jects themselves. “Definitely 
meet your heroes,” he advises. 
“With all the rabbis I’ve got-

ten to meet, they’re all pretty 
amazing people.”

 ‘Shine a Light on the 
Observant Community’

At the outset of The Rab-
bi Project, Dashev contem-
plated his project’s purpose. 
He wanted to increase Jewish 
pride, to document impactful 
leaders and teachers within 
the world. He hoped to open 
a window into a world he’d 
come to love through a visual 
medium he felt was missing.

By the reception he’s 
received, it’s clear that it’s 
working.

“I want to shine a light 
on the observant community. 
I’ve been approached by ev-
ery stripe of society about the 
project and how it has affected 
them,” he says. “Many go on 
to find out more about who 
was photographed and what 
they stand for, which is one 
of the project’s goals. Even 
among Orthodox Jews, who I 
assumed would be less inter-
ested, the response has been 
amazing to me.”

Four years ago, Dashev 
mounted a traveling exhibi-
tion featuring sixty images 
from the project. The show 
opened at Miami Beach’s JCC 
before moving to the Palm 
Beach and Aventura JCCs. 
Dashev envisions converting 
the exhibition into a book in 
the future.

“These past several years, 
I feel that the urgency to take 
more portraits has become 
compounded. We shouldn’t 
experience the loss of any in-
dividual, but time is marching 
on, and some of the people 
that I’ve photographed have 
moved on to the World of 
Truth. The necessity to docu-
ment and celebrate our lumi-
naries is only increasing over 
time.”

Dashev talks of his own 
motivations: “The Rebbe said 
innumerable times that we 
have to work our talents and 
abilities for the sake of Heav-
en, to help others, to spread the 
light of Judaism. I just want to 
serve my purpose, to serve the 
Creator. As long as portraits 
are how I can do this, I can 
only hope I do it with an even 
greater result and impact.”

Rabbi Nissen Mangel

Continued from page 12
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BEST WISHES FOR A KOSHER & ENJOYABLE PESACH

Today too $54.00
is considered a
worthy donation.

1950..
..1994

2026..

Indeed
3 Times
Chai Can
Make a
Difference!
Please make your cheque
payable to:
CHABAD LUBAVITCH
and send to:
770 Chabad Gate
Thornhill, Ont. L4J 3V9
You may wish to call 905-731-7000
and contribute via your Visa card

Should you wish to sell
your Chometz for the
duration of Pesach,
please complete the form
below & mail it at once to:
CHABAD LUBAVITCH
770 Chabad Gate,
Thornhill, Ontario L4J 3V9
so that it  reaches us no later
than Tuesday, March 31, 2026.

Certificate Authorizing the Sale of Chometz

Delegation of Power of Attorney
This is to certify that I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit any of

the Rabbi’s under the administration of Chabad Lubavitch of Ontario, to act
in my place and stead and on my behalf to sell all Chometz possessed by
me (knowingly or unknowingly) as defined by the Torah and Rabbinic Law,
including chometz, doubt of chometz and all forms of chometz mixture. In
addition, chometz that tends to  harden and adhere to the inside surface of
pans, pots or any usable cooking utensil are to be considered as above. I
hereby delegate authorization to lease all places wherein the chometz may
be found by me, especially in the premises located at:

_______________________________________________and elsewhere.
   The said Rabbi has the full right to sell and lease by transaction, as he
deems fit and proper and for such time which he believes necessary in
accordance with all detailed terms and detailed forms as explained in the
general authorization contract which the said Rabbi will use to detail the
sale of Chometz.
   This General authorization is made a part of this agreement. Also do I
hereby give the said Rabbi full power and authority to appoint a substitute
in his stead with full power to sell and to lease as provided herein. The
above given power is in conformity with all Torah, Rabbinical regulations
and laws and also in accordance with the laws of the Province of Ontario
and the Confederation of Canada.
  And to this I hereby affix my signature on this ______day
of______________ in the year 2026.

Name________________________Signature ______________________

Address___________________________________________________________

Today, the Shluchim, Chassidim and
supporters of Chabad Lubavitch are
indebted to the Rebbe for his uncon-
ditional love towards every Jew, his
monumental endeavours on behalf
of Klal Yisroel and for having had
the opportunity to share in the
fulfillment of his vision. We
pledge to rededicate ourselves
to his teachings and continue
his sacred work with renewed
enthusiasm and vitality. May
we soon witness the rewards
of these efforts with the im-
minent arrival of Mashiach.

1940...

His son-in-law Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson
became the seventh leader of Chabad and
encouraged his disciples to serve as Torah
ambassadors throughout the world. During
those 44 years, more than 1500 Lubavitch
Centres were established throughout the
world, serviced by some five thousand
Shluchim (Emissaries) who have dedicated
their lives to help enhance the quality
of Jewish life.

Rabbi Joseph Isaac Schneerson, o.b.m., came to
America, to bring the light of Torah and warmth of
Mitzvas to a spiritual wasteland.

Then too $54.00 was considered
a worthy donation.

Round, Hand Baked

Matzoh Shmurah

Available at $45.00 per lb
.

at Chabad Lubavitch

Community Centre

Then $54.00 was considered
a worthy donation.

he informed his last client he 
would only photograph men, 
they chose not to contract him 
for future work.

The following month, he 
received a call: a major job 
opportunity offering half a 
year’s salary with a two-week 
timeline. “I tried to elevate 
this part of my life, and then 
this job suddenly came out of 
nowhere. We could say G-d 
works like that. We do our 

By Rena Vegh
The photograph of Rabbi 

Yoel Kahn captures him as 
he lived: bent over a text, 
absorbed in study, indiffer-
ent to the camera’s presence. 
It took photographer Marko 
Dashev four years to get the 
shot. Leah Kahn, wife of the 
ascetic scholar, who had spent 

his life as chief oral scribe of 
the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem 
M. Schneerson, of righteous 
memory, had laughed when 
Dashev first pitched the idea, 
telling him plainly that it was 
never going to happen. When 
it finally did in 2018, the pre-
eminent scholar of Chabad-
Lubavitch Chassidism, who 
passed away in 2021, greeted 
Dashev with a handshake, 
then immediately returned to 
his studies.

“It was almost a relief 
that he was so disinterested 
in being photographed,” Da-
shev recalls. “If there was any 
character who was so incred-
ibly dedicated to the Rebbe’s 
teachings—and little, if any-
thing else—it was Reb Yoel. 
It was almost intimidating to 
bother such a special person. 
Fortunately, the portrait that 
I got captured him in his ele-
ment, studying and explaining 
the Rebbe’s teachings long 
into his old age.”

Dashev’s portrait of Reb 
Yoel is part of the photogra-
pher’s ambitious Rabbi Proj-
ect: Some 200 portrait ses-
sions conducted across more 
than a decade, creating what 
Dashev calls, “an encyclo-
pedia of contemporary Jew-
ish rabbis and personalities.” 
A number of them have ap-
peared in publications such as 
The New York Times.

To understand the jour-
ney of how the former fashion 
photographer got to docu-

menting rabbis, one has to go 
back a step.

From Fashion to 
Faith

Dashev grew up in a Jew-
ish home affiliated with the 
Conservative movement in 
Toms River, N.J.. From a 
young age, he says, he didn’t 
feel any particular attachment 

to his Jewish heritage.
“After my bar mitzvah, 

when I took the obligatory 
lessons and had the whole 
ceremony and celebration, my 
mother asked me if I wanted 
to continue attending servic-
es,” Dashev recalls. “I said no, 
without a second thought.”

Always creative, Dashev 
pursued art and film, study-
ing at the School of Visual 
Arts in New York. By 1998 he 
was assisting photographers 
shooting for Neiman Marcus 
and Vogue magazine. It was 
during this time that he met 
his Israeli-born wife, Yael, 
and they started their life to-
gether in Manhattan before 
moving to Miami Beach, Fl.

Within a few years Da-
shev had “made it” in in-
dustry terms, booking jobs 
with Ralph Lauren, J.Crew, 
Bloomingdale’s, Saks Fifth 
Avenue, DKNY and Burberry. 
Success in fashion photogra-
phy is rare enough that most 
who achieve it never leave. 
But by then, Yael was being 
drawn to her latent Jewish 
faith. She began expressing 
an interest in learning more 
about Torah and mitzvahs, 
and began lighting Shabbat 
candles at home. Within two 
years, she was regularly at-
tending synagogue services 
and Torah classes. But Marko 
wasn’t there yet.

“As a freelance photogra-
pher, weekends were just like 
any other day of the week in 

the fashion world. We really 
needed the money, and it was 
a challenge to even consider 
thinking about observing 
Shabbat,” says Dashev. “On 
top of that, I just didn’t feel 
that inspired in my Judaism. 
Yael was on a certain track 
and speed, and I was on an-
other.”

With effort, they success-
fully navigated the difficulties 
of maintaining their relation-
ship while juggling their shift-
ing values. Nevertheless, as 
High Holidays approached in 
2003, things came to a head.

Dashev was offered a job 
in the south of Spain, a fash-
ion shoot in a picturesque 
location overlooking the 
Mediterranean. It sounded 
perfect—except the dates fell 
out over Yom Kippur. Despite 
his wife expressing her reser-
vations about him working on 
the holiest day of the year, Da-
shev accepted the gig.

In the days between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 
Dashev had a grueling work 
week, and by the time he ar-
rived at the beach town near 
Malaga, for the shoot, it was 
already Yom Kippur and Da-
shev had come down with a 
bad stomach virus. He found 
himself bedridden for the next 
24 hours. As Yom Kippur 
came to a close, Dashev was 
feeling better and able to re-
sume working.

“It was clear to me G-d 
was showing me there was 
room for me to be able to do 
what I love while learning 
more about my faith,” Dashev 
says unequivocally. “I needed 
that push and moment of re-
alization, and from there my 
religious journey took off.”

The couple was living 
in the Park Slope section of 
Brooklyn at the time, becom-
ing part of the community 
led by Rabbi Shimon Hecht, 
and soon thereafter moved to 
nearby Crown Heights, identi-
fying by then as fully-fledged 
Chabad chassidim.

In Crown Heights, Dashev 
grew steadily in his Judaism. 
He began attending the Chas-
sidut classes of Rabbi Yossi 
Paltiel, and found himself 
transfixed.

“I enjoyed it way more 
than I expected, and being 
in the heart of the Chassidic 
community for Shabbat took 
my appreciation for it to a 
whole new level,” he says. “I 
began learning Yiddish and 
studying the Rebbe’s teach-
ings in their original language 
with a group of friends. I fi-
nally felt I had found my Jew-
ish home.”

Dashev was still shooting 
women’s fashion—his prima-
ry source of income. Various 
rabbis had given him latitude 
on the matter, since it was his 
livelihood. His wife urged 
him to seek a more definitive 
answer.

He met with Rabbi Gavri-

el Zinner, a world-renowned 
Halachic decisor, who indi-
cated that while it was OK for 
Dashev to continue, ideally he 
should pivot away. A lesson 
from Rabbi Paltiel, his prima-
ry teacher, on the importance 
of maintaining the soul’s sen-
sitivity, sealed the deal.

In March 2018, Dashev 
pulled the trigger: Even if 
his income suffered, he re-
solved, it was worth it. When 
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